mom/EdgE
Lh&%mﬂmﬁmmﬂ

n

Dr Hossein Yossoughi,
University for Teacher Education
E-mail [hvossoughi75@E yahoo.com]
Assisted by: Fatemeh Mohammadi Khahan

Abstract

Compound adjectives characterize dnl"f:rcnl rypes of formal structures and vast variety of
combinations of two or more constituents. This feature of compound adjectives has made their
cognition and application more complicated than it apparently seems. Nevertheless, they have
not been competently and diffusely discussed in any grammar book. Since they are utilized in
teaching and learning English very abundantly and actively, a more profound consideration and
scrupulous investigation of them seem absclutely necessary.

The purpose of the study was first to make a distinction amongst the simple(single
word),complex (derived) and compound (multiword) adjectives, and then 1o search for all types
of structural combinations of compound adjectives in order to make generalizations among them,
and findlly to classify them into a few general patierns of structure for a pedagogical and
comprehensive description.

As a result, 10 general structural patterns could be established out of all different structural
diversities of compound adjectives, and each pattern was described pedapogically; furthermore
a number of examples with their Persian equivalents were also provided for each pattern. [t is
hoped that the employment of these patiems in the classroom would facilitate both the teaching
and learning of them,
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Introduction

Adjective, as a whole, is a word or a phrase
which is used with a noun, adds a concept to it
and, in the meanwhile, describes, limits and
identifies it (Frank 1993). An adjective can be
used as an answer to the questions which begin
with What kind?, Which?, Whose?, How
many? eic. (Vossoughi et al., 1993) like the
following examples:

1- I need a large-size, blue T-shirt. {What
kind...?)

2- This shirt is dark-blue and that one is
light-blue . (Which ...7)

3« John's T-shirt is left on the counter.
{Whose...?) : .

4- 1 want t0 buy more than one T-shirts.
(How many...7)

Stageberg (1971) defines adjective as | A

word which is inflected with -er and -¢st or uses -

“more” and “most™ to change to comparative and
superlative degrees {when they are more than two
syllables). Adjectives are capable of forming
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adverbs with -ly andfor nouns with -ness, for
example: -

Close, closer, closely, closeness

high, higher, highly, highness

‘beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful,

beautifully

Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman
(1999:381) state, “Adjectives are words thal
describe a quality of a word®.

As far as the forms of adjectives are
concemned, we can distinguish three types of
adjectives: (a) simple word (single morpheme)
adjectives whose part of speech is originally
adjective and they lack any type of affixes.
They may be used attributively before a noun
any [ or predicatively after a noun via a copula
{Leech svartvik 1975); e.z., old, young, live,
alive, asleep, etc. (b) the second type of
adjectives which are sometimes referred to as
adjectivals are complex or derived ones (Quirk
et al. I985). They are a set of words which have
originally been nouns or verbs and by the



addition of special adjectival atfixes have been
converted to adjectives, like the following
examples,

Moun+suffix "\-k:b-ksuﬁ'ix

faulty (-y) dependent (-ent)
lovely {-ly} pleasant _{-ant)
famous (-ous) active (-ive)
critical (-al) damaged (-ed)

lifelike (-like)
wooden (-en}
skilled (-ed)

surprising {-ing)
satisfactory(-actory)
manly  (-ly)

(€} The third type of adjectives are the
compound adjectives which are made up of
the combination of two or more words and
function as a single word adjective. Celce-
Murcia and Larsen-Freeman (1999:385)
contend that compound adjectives originate
from participles. They assent, “Both present and
past participles can be codified by nouns or
adverbs to create compound participial
adjectives, such as:
noun + present participle: a man eating tiger

{_ﬂ_f-rai}
noun + past participle: a flea - bitten dog |
(e 1 ot  55)
adverb 4+ present participle: a fast-rising star.
(s g ylls anm 31 Fap3)
Adverb{intensifier) + past participle: a much -
loved story.” (Bt ames )

Parrott {2000:19) terms this types of
adjectives as "Multiword Adjectives” and
defines them as thus, “Many adjectives are made
up of two parts (usually connected by a hyphen),
- these two-part adjectives are multiword
adjectives, The second part of multiword
adjective is often a participle from, e.g.:

adverb and past participle: well-liked,
well-intentioned, beautifully-written

Prefix+adjectiv Proper noun+suffix
disloyal {dis-) Arabian  (-1an)
unclear (un-) Australian (-n)
inactive (in-) Victorian {-n})
impure  {-im) Japanese (-ese}
irregular (ir-} Spanish  (-ish)
nonracial{non-) Islamic {-ic)
apolitical (a-} Aristotelian (-ian}

noun and past participle: feather-brained,
self-contained, people-oriented.”

Parrott {ibid:20) continues, “We also derive
adjectives from multiword verbs (e.g., wear
someone out, tie someone up). In this case the
first part is usually a participle form (e.g. worn-
out, tied-up)".

He also adds, “Cther multiword adjectives do
not involve participle forms, e.g. two-piece, birds-
eye and slip-on in the following desenption:

“His two-piece, birds-eye suit is impressive,
his blue shirt with its rounded collar
immaculate, his thin/faintly European slip-on
shoes impeccable.” (ibid:20)

As the above-mentioned opinions reveal, the
modem grammarians, parrott, Celce-Murcia
and Larsen-Freeman confine the types of
compound adjective to the constructions manly
onginated from participles. The assumption of
this research is, however, that the multiple-word
adjectives (here after referred to as compound
adjectives) are not enly limited to these
structures as adverb/noun+panticiple,

Research assumption and purpose
The research assumption is that, compound
adjectives in English may be constructed on
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the basis of varienes of word combinations and
the number of words which produce them may
be two, three or four, and not always two words
only. '

The purpose of this study is to search for
all types of structural combinations and to
discover the different kinds of general patters
of compound adjectives which are currently
used in the English language. The Persian
equivalents of the adjectives are also provided
for all the examples of each pattern to facilitate
their teaching and learning. It is hoped that the
intreduction of these adjectives which are very
active in the language use, would help language
learners in their ELL task and enhance their
language proficiency significantly.

Procedure

In this research, a great aitempi has been
made 1o collect as many prevalent and useful
compound adjectives as possible from the valid
sources, and then to categorize them on the
basis of the types and positions of words which
make them up into similar constructions. From
each category a general pattern have been
captured which can be used for pedagogical
purposes in EFL situations. The patterns will
be described in the following section and for
each one 2( examples with their persian
equivalents will be provided.

Structural patterns of compound
adjective

From amongst the compound adjectives
collected in dada {corpus), ten general patterns
could be captured. Some of these paiterns
revealed 1o be more active and more prevalen:
in everyday language conversation and daily
achivities, and so they are more frequent than
the others. The statistical data in the conclusion
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part will distinguish these types of compound
adjectives. The following sections of this paper
are devoted 1o the description of these patterns.

Pattern No.1: Noun + Adjective

This pattern of compound adjective is
composed of two main elements, the first of
which is a noun and the second an adjective.
The adjective is originally a word which
functions as an adjective, and it may be a
present participle or a past participle. Although
most of the types of these compound adjectives
are hyphenated in written form, some are put
together as a single word, and a few of them
are wrilten separately with a space in between,

The Persian equivalents provided in the list
of examples will help the learner to learn,
memorize, and retrieve these adjectives in
reading and writing and also in oral practice of
the English language. The total number of the
examples of this kind of adjectives collected in
the corpus amounted to 388 items but only 20
of them are randomly presented here:

Examples of Noun+Adjective

accident-prone il B oaa 530 s asmile

ell-buttoned kil el (14Ln)
breath-tal-:ing -'.'ll.l:-._.ﬁ_l,.: 1._,_3‘_;.._4-!
cash-starved o dg 3geaS s (age 125 2)
cocksure ciahs s Jas e o a3l
cost-effective gl 0 1 A s a9 Re
crystal-clear e Dhals cilas
dirt ch:l:ap o U RN
duty-bound o g s
egocentric s eyt Ay
gas-fired Gl (i)
gender-specific TS+
grief-stricken sdea fls Lasj b
hair-raising NI LTI TIPE R PN
henpecked RERY



interest-free w80 e pda ol
lead-free e ke ot
better-perfect ot ol o i 3
moonstruck e b gy T s
noteworthy it 4 phata caagd s 2

Pattern No.2: Adjective + Adjective

This pattern of compound adjectives is
made up of two components exch one of which
is an adjective by itself. The two adjectives may
be of the same type or of different kinds. That
is, one of them may be originally an adjective
in terms of part of speech, and the other one a
derived adjective with an adjective affix or a
participle. The following examples will show
their structures and forms better. The number
of this type of adjectives collected in the corpus
is 251, These compounds again, may be
hyphenated, separated or combined together
in their orthographical shapes.

Examples of Adjective +Adjective

absent-minded T ]
anty-crafty Glle s in s bLa 2a
bare-faced by el g sy
bushy-tailed g Bt sty et
clear-sighted sdeagh & (s aily Sl
close-mouthed P
CTISS=CrOss CJ""'_"' Gk
double-breasted w3yl (25}
easygoing st s Jamig T el S0l
full-mouthed LT IR TR
high-bom NS I | P
ill-considered PEICH P e R
itty-bitty(isty-bisty) bl s
level-headed edane y Jylna o Ble
like-minded B e e
multi-racial Lgalt o

namby-pamby i de o glelasl T waas )
near-sighted AL e L

nuclear-fres
open-mouthed

L LI

Pattern No.3: Adjective + Noun

As it is self-expressive, the first constituent
of this compound is an adjective and the second
one 15 a noun. All the adjectives are simple,
original ones and not the derived ones. The only
exceptional is “mixed” in “mixed ability™.
These adjectives are made up of only one
morpheme and a few of them consist more than
one syllables, The nouns in this combination
are both concrete and abstract ones. Most of

“the resulting compound adjectives are very
~frequently used and necessary for everyday

conversation.

There are 111 of this type of compound
adjectives in the corpus, 20 of which are
presented here as examples:

Examples of Adjective + Noun

all-round PTPPT LT AR PR
back-door e
bare back ok
blue water haws_peiledl {225}
cast-1ron Ty Ny P
caty/kitty-comer gz b 8 il agli {2 4l
deep-sea s 3 53 6l oar a0
front-page AR Prery PRETE
fair-weather ahyaad {30
heavy- duty polie 1 plablags o Ao 00
middle-disiance aliial aa o g adibosl}

' b ool -(h.:-jfi LS}
ke 5o dnall
next door ke lm 4 plpaas Jaen

old -5tyle 15 gl oy g T saldl e Jl pardi

mixed-ability

open-door S 5 riee (o g pllis ¢ o)
own-label/brand (il le) 2 plems Sla b
plain-clothes s L]

=
£
=
=
—
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E
=
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=
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quick-fire Wzl 15
red-brick JPERE | PR
right-hand-drive Db el (i )

Pattern No.4: Noun + Noun

This type of compound adjective is
somehow interesting because two nominal
components are combined to make a form
functioning adjectivally. The overall meaning
of the compound i3 not easily predictable and
distinguishable from the combination of the
meanings of the two nouns which make it up,
The meanings produced by this type of
compound adjectives are broader than the
meanings of the two nouns. The total nember
of the collected compounds is 75 items.

Examples of Noun + Noun

arm-chair ooy 6 e 593 1 el
ash-blonde St gl { e
band box ek 403y il 5 g a0
bed side L LY
buck shee i DI PN
chicken shit 550 & e
north-west W VP | PP [
ocean front T e R
= one-shot (=one-off)  { Jesilajia eecs (55
E Queen-size L
.E: chocolate-box FLETR P L <8 i-li:'_:l_l'—_’i;r.'
2 fifry-fifty S PTU-IPC N PR P
= heler-skelter Mg 3o 4 422D
&  humdrum PR S
= .
w hush-hush N PERR S P
%ﬂ leasehald wleslal
& One- woman PRl S g ey e L)
3 part-time Mgt sy oyl
g  parish-pump s ool (g oy ) ¢
o piece-meal T R PLPLRPLILY
i
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Pattern No.5: Adverb + Adjective

The two words which produce this type of
compound adjective are an adverb as the first
component and an adjective as the second one.
Some of these adverbs require a present or a
pasi-participle following them in the
combination. There were 25 example of this
type of compound adjectives in the whole data
20 of which are given here:
counter-productive g [ i e il
counter-revolutionary s VR
down-right JolS s s
fully-fledged ;e plad o JlSY iy pa gali (om0

down cast by, GIEDLY et oa,eil 1)
down hearted i el ¢ a3,
EVEr Freen BT TR RN R T )

ever Lasting slu . o F g S0 sl T lagls s sl

highly strung phan) b et 4 s
never ending e et s gl el
m‘ﬂﬁ'lﬂkiﬂg ened Ay Dy e u,._-;_ﬂs_—r_,._uﬁ
ba g i
OUIEOINE | elazet op 800 Vg, 8ol /by e o
outlying salzil g3
outmoded salhl il < fepa S
outright ppdema Y ler plad o JalS Y
pely g JRSIT
outspoken ETIFRY P ST F
oulspoken FPETIL
outstretched darllde Y o St eia )
LETTET e .jl_,;,.r :
outstretched bps cazgtd
UL Wiorm .;.1;'.151_,_._-,1 L S

Pattern NO.6: Adjective + Preposition

The two main elements of this type of
compound adjective are an adjective and a
preposition which follows the adjective and is
hyphenated in the wrinten form. The meanings
of the most items of these adjectives are
idiematic and cannot be predicted by the



meanings of the two constituents that make
them up. The Persian equivalents of these
adjective should be carefully studied and
memaorized, The total number of these
combinations existed in the corpus is 26.

Examples of Adjective + Preposition
hacked off g T

hard up S [VRPRCINEL < PF P TY
buttomed -up (38T e lS e cnSla
+.L:n_l-'|.-...=r-

built-up TP, i PR PPN T
' FEATAr

built-in i E S BT S AL

S el s 2o )
cheesed-off as coalilf dage g el icns

clued-up R
far-off CEIE YT SPRLRETPL PN
burit (burned) out g T Ll el
swept-back s e ()t ki iy felaza (g L)
jumped-up sekonny by 13 4 0315
leftover sile JLT 5 gL cedia LY
lived-in

*‘:'L'I"i"'" 4.‘_'....:1.1- 1.‘;,51....-
T CRTT N ERN I, JE- RTINS N

pa'u:l-up 83 gy b n-A.L.ﬁﬁ;—.-h-&'f_}q.'-'{u'l--d-D
raeme (g lmal T
pend-up s g et o (e g} Y

w2 2 (e
right-on 55, bl e by o ¥ Gy e Ol o 30

screwed-up JPT IR AE PR Y
stuck-up Flaz s saalily () glowa)
* switched-on PYV I FPSETR fAgN 4

Pattern No.7: Determiner{All) +
Adjective/Noun

A group of compound adjectives in English
are created by the combination of “all” (as a
determiner or pre-determiner) and an adjective
or anoun, In the Arabic language there is a group
of exaggeration adjectives (o il s | oilis)

which are also used as the attributes 1o God and
have become the Names of Allah. In the English
language, there are not any counterparts for
these adjectives; they are antificially made on
the basis of this pattern to compensate the lack
of the equivalents of the Arabic counterparts.
In the Persian language, the same Arabic words
are well known to Persian speakers. The
exaggeration adjectives in Arabic are produced
on the basis of three grammatical paradigms
(lal) which are |~ 4= o Jlasand their
examples arc w; «352 « slat. In Arabic there
are many names of this type to term God. In
the following list, of course, some of these
adjectives of exaggeration can be found and
some others are those of original type, not the

calque.
a]l-{a}mund 1—5:__.:-"_,3 Al g gl FETT LA
Adl-aware LI ) e B
All-accomplished { fals) Y LS .;;"-"-'
All-benign foidall) OL e WS
All-bounteous EPER) NIV I P T U TR
All-bountiful ) P L
All-clement (ko) iy 4 3 g
All-compassionate () a0 S oy
All-compeller (Lo} Lo
all-conquernng - PEUP TR 4
All-embracing (pmlall} ctar oo caun o Jult -
All-exalted (a1} st 3L £
All-faithful {opabadl) JolS Ol =2
all-fired sl J o34 o gl (gl5y ol gy glona) =
All-forgiving gl OlalE des aditie, =
All-generous (oo S0 gl b s ot s [:E_,
All-gentle Cdy 1) g b e 1
All-guiding (st 5 ssta &
All-giving (el 1) sty Jly =0
All-glorious (et & dmadt) 500 L oy 3
All-good o SH) 00 5 S
All-grateful { Sl eash® S8 B
All- great e ) S aon &
Ho, 0, Vel 18
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All-hearing
All-high (bl wan 51 341,
All-holy O s A s e
All-laudable (damdl} digt Aol Ly
All-loving LETEIE ) REH PRSPPI W
All-merciful (R PUEE P
All-mighty, {Almighty) edd azily e Sl
' el ¢ a0
All- pardoning (Cyanll} o8 gie A
AN asla e T el b 5 camhyS sans (o gloma) 1
ke r'-"-T ‘_.JI..I'
All-inclusive (il e Jals
All-knowing RN 1) N Eyp -
all-out © el g e
All-peaceable {r‘.LJI}f._J..- | -
All-perceiving S ks L0 mlpen g by
All-perfec {l:_,;ll}.j!hu-“as
all-potency (lEh) las oy di
All-powerful  uzial o adl « alih) Jels il
All-preserver (oranpadl) sl B kS
Sublime (5aall) gl o8 o dlnts
All-subdtle (il i b s
All-sufficient {al) Lisa s Ay
All-sustaining (padll} el an
all-mains e {0
All-merciful () e Bl Stilia,
All-purpose o phie A

All-potent (a0 U8 aws slowl gl 1 slil2 Gl

All-stal et 015550 plas sy Ul 5 W L)
All-sustaining (ppell) pglin 3 eyl
all-there il sl

Pattern No.8: Three [/ four- Word
Adjectives

This type of compound adjectives are of two
subcategonies, The first one is composed of
three constituents, one of which may be a
preposition, a conjunction or an article. In
some of them you may find a noun and an
adjective as their content words; in some

& 1070Vl 18

others, there may be two nouns or two
adjectives; however, we can’t predict the
meaning of most of them on the basis of the
meaning of their content words. There have
been 62 items of this type of compound
adjectives in the collected corpus. You will find
the examples in here:

Examples with conjunctions

Almighty and Glorious (Las) Jamy e
black and blue 395 (o)
black-and-white ahoap il s o33
black-and-dagger wlisw ) peies gmladbons; o)
hit-and-miss o e el alag
hit-and-run e sy sl isteat)

life-and-dead usxjjlffﬁlrﬁﬁiuhif-u;hi--'l
St b ke LT
nickel-and-dime .y o el fleut{ 3 ie)
out-znd-oul e 3 o il fL".' '.-L'-.u,rl.-.'l ey
pen-and-ink ol el o o _:-c‘,Jﬂ'.}
rough-and-ready « oo wa i s ¥ 6§ )
s | et
smash-and-grab . o -850 Ly Ol ga)s)
touch-and-go fabasls
up-and-coming NN T I | P

Examples with prepositions,etc.
air-to-air (s pallyn wilys
air-to-ground e e e
blow-to-blow

Flrms b e

bunper-to-bunper Lt ety et kil e i)
et 4 pheey

day-to-day 2304 =T G e

hand-io-hand PO PP PP <P

head-to-head _F._.L- v 359 (adolmes '.5_,;.,4;..!;}
heart-to-heart | laxgs o dssoe g o ceel; 508

house-to-house PHERFEE

one-lo-one bl Sy b Sy

PEFSON-IO-PETSON  « iliass  pom e T g 553y -4
‘__,.ni-_:- '-:'.JJIH-.'I_T



mede-to-measure
made-to-order
ready-To-wear

gmahtes £ el b
.- TR I 5 P B -...I'"'""'i::
15 it b v azs g ()

The second subcategory is the four-word
adjective. The adjectives related to this
category anre made up of four words. All the
examples which have been existed in the
corpus are presented below:

hole-in-the-wall g l8(e & 5 2 SO0 e c 0l )
middle-of-the-road o yme 7 Juzas ¥ 55 adla Y
Sl Silen

out-of-the-way a3 3 e s Y oy vasld ga
roll-on-roll-off & Jleleies cle 228 e iba)
el (8 o o 2y s B Lol
run-of-the-mill aabally Lt o Jpena
up-to-the-minuie ¥ pls fla oy Fa)0 (clebll) 2
aliee) oy alie] 1’.‘__,.'-'-_11_",:} =0 La ;,._-J.:F-‘ih_;-_i- ¥ ,"..-'L.J}

Pattern No.9: Adverb/Preposition +
Noun

In this pattern, the first element in an adverb
or a preposition and the second element is a
noun. The distinction of the first constituent
as an adverb or preposition is not exactly clear
in all cases, That in why we made a general
pattern of these two cases. Their examples are
given below and the entire number of them is
about 24 ilems,

Group (a): Adverb+Noun
cross-border it (g 280 s akes)
Cross-Country Ll (33 aBle)
counter-terrorist e 23
downstairs/down-stairs ol aide o 2l
down-wind Sy i 5

dounhill/downhillis e ol e o LT2Y g0 3

downstream R P

down-market e sl s e
no-win Sk 4 o g S
oulside R 1 B TP Ty

LWHE I...S
outsize(d)  Jpems b cajlaze gl 1 58 5 € L)
south-westernly g A

Group{b): Preposition + Noun

indoor L T EY T I QPRI F
in-flight iyl jallaiyald
in-house e Py NP PR
in-service/inservice I R R
inshore o
off base/offside  —ade jl 2ole calztl “hals
on linefonline (gs; ¢ Jama vl w e gl Jeals)
_;'5 el Jaot

Of-SCTeen i 595 gealS g oy 45D
onshore e
in Pliﬂl M:;LGJJ_FP{?ES}-??L:-.'J_UJ‘-;
el ez 2T

onstage s 50
underground s

No.10: Miscellaneous Compound
Adjectives

There is a small group of compound
adjectives which cannot be classified into a
general pattern but they should be considered
and taken into account because the leamers
may come across them in texis or spoken
language and need to leamn them. For this
purpose we bring them below here and will
take care of them in our EFL task, They will
constitute some sub-patterns of their own.

Sub-pattern {a): Verb + Adv/Prep
knock-about ey O g 15D
knock-down JUCEY % T PO Y
knock-0nlsr sl 2159 2Babios AU ulls
knock-out  jde (ailos) T Mo o tems cifaah

B 700118
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live-in g shila T
PR P FRESCR) A g ST

pull-down il ol b s (s}
roll-on OYas 0 e (pis)
take-away/out e gt (LAED Y
_ (ol o) w3 pims 60, gy 2
lhmw-&h’ﬂ}f u_iﬂ_}l&{...lﬂ_.'.-: _}1.5-_#]‘-1.
e S g e LS g ) Y
tumble-down U‘.Ji =P _;..l_ﬂf_} LL-{.'JS s
walk-on il caliys (A 00
walk-up syl 5

Sub-pattemn{b): Noun + Adv/ Prep
South-westernly e g e 51000 2
i ()Y g
South- fﬂSltl’l‘llf tu_s_,..t- e .___.I.-. A l:.;l.;} =X
whrt e (g )T Bt e

ton-up L PYEY PRTH A R 0 | P WP

Sub-pattern{c): ¥V + Adj/PP

scatter-bramed 08 2w oy el (ng yloa)
L S e
shatter proof PN T, QK iy PN T TR

B P S
stand-up oy, (el 3 1pea) Y aslim! (aaliy LhE) 0

I;'—I- T
Sub-pattern(d): V + V
E‘:"'Eﬂ U'—Z_g-l- n;lj-l-l {MEJJ‘_,.:&J:'
pass-fail ool pwi cgapaaan o (85 el o ul)

S wpad 3 50wy

Sub-pattern {(e: N+ V
self-drive il Dy (glagh S Loa o)
Subpantemil: Adv + Advy

S0-50 Ay b gt i de s

Conclusion

Compound adjectives (C.Adjs) are very
numerous, active and of vast variety which are
used in all skills of English very ferquently.
Consequently, an English language learner
can’t help leaming them very seriously if he
wishes to cope with English as a medium of
communication. The following table will
provide the information about the frequency
of each pattern along with its percentage of
occurrence in the corpus under study.

Patiern | Formal Saructures | Tonad Bo.of | Percentage of
Oecwmence | Ooowmence

1 M Ad] Jum 16,92
o2 Ay Ad nT HI5.60
Mo3 A 131 TS
M. BN Gk .56

Mo Adv+adj Fal pror

Mot Adj+Preposition 26 241

No? ARDerrAdjh 51 491

WOE 3/ Woed Adj Lird %575

a9 Aulefprehl 24 H122

Mo il | Miscellnneous pir BLIF

Todal Mo 1078 0 S0 |0

The total number of the C. Adjs collected
and dealt with in this study was amounted 1o
1078 items, and the most frequent pattern of
them was revealed to be the combination of
N+Adj which shows the 36.92 percentage of
the entire set. Pattern No.10. is composed of
some small sub-groups of C. Adjs the example
of which have already been presented.

Teaching and Learning Significance
of C. Adjs

If we study and compare the forms and the
meanings of the C. Adjs, we can really
distinguish three different groups among them
as far as the relationship between the forms
and meanings are concemned. These groups will
be described below one by one.



{a) The first group of C. Adjs are those
whose formal shapes or words used in the
formation of their combination keep their
lexical or denotative meanings, and the entire
meaning of each C. Adj. is more or less similar
to the total meanings ot the two or three words
which make it up. So if the learner knows the
meanings of the individval words, he can
readily predict the meaning of the whole C.
Adj too, without any serious problem, He even
doesn’t need any context for guessing the
meanings of this type of C.Adjs. The number
of them in the corpus in not relatively high.
Some of their examples are presented below:

multi-racial, grief-stricken, front-page,
gas-fired, round-table, ash-blonde, fifty-
fifty, one-way, one-piece, all-purpose, reply-
paid, black-and-white, air-to-air, hit-and-
run, north-west, never-ending, elc.

(b} The second group of C.Adjs contains
those adjectives whose meanings can partially
be reflected from their formal constructions or
can incompletely be guessed from the
meanings of the words existed in the
combination. Usually some modifications
should be imposed on the meanings of the
words to adjust it with the total meaning
resulted from the combination or the C Adj.
Although most of the learner’ guessing may
be along the right path, the presence of
linguistic is very helpful in many cases,
However, once the leamer has found out the
concept of these types of C.Adjs, he would not
forget them in future, Try some of the examples
of these combiantions:

lead-free, bare-back, deep-sea, middle-
distance, next-door, round-trip, quick-fire,
ready-to-wear, out-of-the-way, feather-
brained, out-moded, All-knowing, etc.

The meanings of these C.Adjs are mostly

holier-then-thou

associative figurative metaphoric, metonymic;
and context will help guessing more closely,

{c) The third group of C.Adjs which
constitute the largest and the mosi difficult
group for the leamer consisis of combinations
whose meanings are totally idiomatic and
unpredictable from the meanings of the words
used in them. In other words, the individual
meanings of the words of these C.Ad)s do not
have anything to do with the total meaning of
their own construction, The learner should
leam the meanings of these C.Adjs from the
context and then memorize them for future use,

Again, some examples of this type of C.Adjs
will be given below, but the Persian equivalents
of them are also provided for the reader 1o
compare the form and meaning of each one
and concentrate on the meamngs of single
words in the combination and the total meaning
of the compoundds.

letter perfect o @ e 5o S
face-saving s B gl 2t
hair-raising El g i lntey sy
henpecked RENY
public-spirited gl
bare-faced b guasg
open-mouthed 033 Skt L ippes
switched-on FYV P PSR + PP
fly-by-night FER, L PC g R

JETF ETIRE L4 e e

itty-bitly bl ldie opf
namby-pamby i T YL
level-headed LR [P T
down-hearted e 3 el a3l

The three types of relationships between the
forms and the semantic components of the
C.Adjs very crucially suggest three degrees of
predictability of their meanings by the formal
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shapes of them. These degrees can be
demonstrated along a scale and its two
extremes as shown below:

The scale of the degree of predictability of
the meanings of C_Adjs by their forms

104 a
Erouplal group (b roupic)
I:mplcn.- prodictabiling courplee wnpredictability
coetesl fece context howmd

‘hepataion e ning uliomatic meaning

The two extremes of the above scale show
the positions of group (a) and group (¢) of the

- C. Adjs which exactly opposite characteristics:

however, the C.Adjes of group (b) will spread
somewhere between these two extremes
depending on their higher or lower degree of
predictablity.

The English language teachers would
logically teach group (a} before group (b) and
group (c) afier group (b} 10 move ahead from
easy to difficult procedure,

Forms and functions of C. Adjs

A final point about C.Adjs which deserves
attention here is that the formal shape of some
C.Adjs reveal to be an adjective by the special
affixes or natural pants of speech they always
characterize (see Quirk et al 1985); however,
many C.Adjs formally resemble the noun or
verb forms but function adjectivally. This
heterogeneity between the form and function
of some C.Adjs causes some problem for
foreign language learners. Some of the
examples of this type of combinations will be
presented here especially to attract the language
teacher's attention 1o put more emphasis on
them in their tasks:

hand-to-mouth

nickel-and-dime

s, 70, Vel 18

touch-and-go
bluc-water
deep-sea
queen-size .
open-door
mixed-ability
CTI55-Cross
pen-and-ink
back-door
cast-iron
fair-weather
quick-fire
chocolate-box
all-mains
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